“1776” Cast List
Members of the 2nd Continental Congress
Massachusetts		John Adams
Interesting facts: Adams defended the British soldiers that participated in the Boston Massacre.  He died on July 4, 1826.  His final words were “Thomas Jefferson survives!”
				John Hancock
Interesting fact: He participated in the Boston Tea Party.
New Hampshire		Josiah Bartlett
Interesting fact: He was the first Governor of New Hampshire
Connecticut		Roger Sherman
Interesting fact: He is the only person to sign all four great state papers of the United States: the Continental Association, the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution.
New York			Robert Livingston
Interesting fact: He was responsible for negotiating the Louisiana Purchase.	
Lewis Morris
Interesting fact: His brother, Staats Morris, was a general in the British army.
Rhode Island		Stephen Hopkins
Interesting fact: He was the oldest member of the Continental Congress.
Maryland			Samuel Chase
Interesting fact: He is the only Supreme Court Justice to have ever been impeached.
New Jersey			Rev. John Witherspoon
Interesting fact: As one of the first national leaders of American Presbyterianism, he promoted theological and civic ideas adjacent to John Calvin, John Knox, and Samuel Rutherford, particularly the concept that resistance to tyranny is obedience to God.


Delaware			George Read
Interesting fact: also signed the Constitution, served as Chief Justice of Delaware.
				Caesar Rodney
Interesting fact:  Served as the Governor of Delaware for the entirety of the war.
				Thomas McKean
Interesting fact: Since he was engaged in battle defending New York when the original Declaration was signed, he may not have signed it until 1781.
Pennsylvania		Benjamin Franklin
Interesting fact: Of the many things Franklin invented, perhaps the most under recognized is swim fins.
				John Dickinson
Interesting fact: In 1782, Dickinson was the Governor of Pennsylvania and Delaware – at the same time.
				James Wilson
Interesting fact: He is the only man to have signed both the Declaration and the Constitution and serve as a Supreme Court justice.
Virginia			Richard Henry Lee
Interesting fact: Best known for the “Lee Resolution” of June 7, 1776 Lee was also known for his opposition to both slavery and the Constitution.
				Thomas Jefferson
Interesting fact: Jefferson never remarried after Martha’s death in 1782.  After he died on July 4, 1826, a locket was found around his neck with a lock of Martha’s hair inside.
North Carolina		Joseph Hewes
Interesting fact:  Hewes was primarily responsible for getting John Paul Jones his naval commission.
South Carolina		Edward Rutledge
Interesting fact:  In 1780 the British captured Charleston, SC and Rutledge became a prisoner of war.  He was imprisoned in St. Augustine, FL until 1781.
Georgia			Dr. Lyman Hall
Interesting fact:  While Governor of Georgia (1783-1790) he approved the land grant that led to the establishment of the University of Georgia.
Secretary to Congress	Charles Thomson
Interesting fact:  He was the secretary to the Continental Congress for its entire existence (1774 – 1789).
Custodian			Andrew McNair
Interesting fact:  Rang the Liberty Bell as Congress signed the Declaration.
				Courier
				Leather Apron
				Painter
				Abigail Adams
Interesting fact:  She and John were married for 54 years and wrote over 1,000 letters to each other during that time. When she died, John said: “I wish I could lie down beside her and die too”.
				Martha Jefferson
Interesting fact:  Because of her bad experience with stepmothers, on her deathbed she requested that Jefferson never remarry so her children would not experience stepmothers.  He never did.  However, he did have a long-standing relationship and children with Sally Hemmings who was enslaved.  What is not commonly known is that Hemmings, who was ¾ white, was Martha’s half-sister.
Note: it is possible to add 8 additional men as delegates to: New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

		
